A NOTE FROM YOUR CHAIRPERSON
Dear Parents,

As most of you are aware I was elected Chairperson of Lusk National School Parents Association at the A.G.M. in June 2011.  At that A.G.M. and indeed our first meeting in September many new parents expressed an interest in becoming involved in our committee. 
Over the last number of years the Parents Association has seen a steady fall in committee members and over the last six months or so the committee has been canvassing to increase awareness and encourage interest from the parent body. Based on the numbers that attended our last two meetings we have been really encouraged by the level of interest that exists among the parents. 

While all parents are members of the Parents Association, not all can, or need to be involved in the day-to-day business of organising the work. It is for this reason that parents in a school elect a committee. The committee needs to work as a team in order to be effective and it is vital that all members of the Parents Association understand the role and work of the committee.

Under National Parents Council guidelines to which our Parents Association is affiliated, the number of the committee members should be 15.   Working within these guildelines I propose that we elect a committee to work alongside with the Officers that were already elected in June at the A.G.M.   The committee of 15 is made up of Chairperson, Secretary and  Treasurer. These are the officers of the committee. We will also have two Parent Representatives that will join us from the Board Of Management which is being set up for the new term in November 2011.  

We then propose to elect ten other members onto the Parents Association Committee which will represent the parent body as follows:
Junior Infant – Senior Infant 

2 parents (1 from each year)

First Class – Second Class 

2 parents (1 from each year)

Third Class – Fourth Class

2 parents (1 from each year)

Fifth Class – Sixth Class

2 parents (1 from each year)

We will then elect two additional committee members to make up the fifteen. Under this format each class year will be represented by at least one parent.  These fifteen members will then meet once a month.   
I have attached a nomination form and I would encourage you to nominate a parent from your childs class, if you have more then one child attending the school you can nominate a parent from that year also if you wish.  Anyone who is a parent of a child in the school can be nominated to be on the committee as long as this is with their knowledge and consent.  When you have completed your nomination form please  email it to luskparentsasssociation@gmail.com. If you do not have access to email you can leave your forms with the class teacher or in the office up at the school. All nominations must be returned to school or emailed by Thursday 20th of October.
As it happens over the coming weeks we will be electing a new Secretary to the Committee. The Secretary will need to work closely with myself to ensure agendas/minutes are sent to the Principal and committee members before and after each monthly meeting. The Secretary will also need to be available once or sometimes twice a month to attend meetings with myself and the Principal. These meetings usually take place between 2-3pm to facilitate collecting of children from school. We would hope to have our Secretary position filled by Christmas. 
I appreciate that many of you would like to be involved in the Parents Association (not as a committee member) but more on a day to day aspect in terms of helping out in events that we run, and we will be formulating a list of parents who would like to help out in this way.  When we are running different events such as Open Days, Communion, Confirmation etc throughout the year and we need assistance we will be able to contact you and see if you are available so please indicate on the form if you wish to be on this list, alternatively please email luskparentsassociation@gmail.com and your contact details will be added to our list.
The Parents Association is undergoing a lot of changes at the moment as we implement this new structure. Our Constitution will also need to be updated to reflect these changes, this will be done over the coming months. Please refer to the Parents page on the school website to view a copy of the Constitution at www.lusknationalschool.org.
Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday the 24th October at 8.00 at this meeting we will count the nomination forms and our committee will be elected.

If you have any queries or questions please contact us at luskparentsassociation@gmail.com.
Kind regards,

Aoife McGoldrick

Chairperson

Lusk National School Parents Association
